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Important Dates Letter from the Principal 

Happy 2018 Tiger Families. 

2018 has started off well. Students are working hard. Our college bound seniors have 

been getting their acceptance letters, winter sports are going well, activities are continuously 

happening, students are gearing up for the musical The Addams Family, 3rd quarter par-

ent teacher conferences are February 7th, we are planning our 8th grade visits for next 

year's freshman class. We are waiting on the approved school district master calendar for 

next year so we can set up registration dates for next year. Life is just as busy and packed 

as it always is. 

As we look ahead, we have a few things to be aware of. This year our state testing at 

the high school level will be the SAT and PSAT. This is a huge change from the previous 

years and PARCC/CMAS testing. This is truly an exciting change as the SAT and PSAT 

will provide more meaningful data and purpose for our students and for state testing. All 

9th graders will take the PSAT8/9 version of the SAT, all 10th graders will take the 

PSAT10 and all 11th graders will take the SAT. The PSAT 9 & 10 are practice tests for 

the 11th grade SAT. The 11th grade SAT is a college and career entrance exam. This test 

is vital for our students. All colleges and universities take and use the SAT as one of their 

college entrance requirements. So now, our state testing will feel more purposeful. We will 

be introducing and preparing students to the PSAT and SAT tests starting this month in 

our advisory classes. The test dates will be April 10 & 11. Please do not make any appoint-

ments and plan on your student being here on their designated test date. More infor-

mation will come in March. I strongly encourage you to talk with your student about the 

importance of taking these assessments in April. 

As I mentioned above, seniors are getting their acceptance letters and making plans 

for after they graduate. Based on seniors who have communicated to our counselors and 

Mr. Little, we have students accepted to almost every 4-year school in Colorado including: 

Adams State, Colorado Christian, CSU, CU Boulder, CU Denver, University of Denver, 

Regis, Metropolitan State, Johnson & Wales, CMU, University of Northern Colorado, 

Fort Lewis, Western State, School of Mines, Air Force Academy, and UCCS. As of today, 

out of our 400 or so seniors there are 200 accepted to CMU/WCCC alone, and more eve-

ry week. Our seniors that have been accepted to out of state schools include Humboldt 

State, Northern Arizona University, Utah Valley, University of Utah, Creighton, Grand 

Canyon University, Union, Lee University, Baylor, Arizona State, North Carolina State, 

UC Berkeley, Notre Dame, Tulane, and Stanford. We have a student who got accepted to 
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Letter from the Principal (continued) 

It is just about time for School of Choice!! This year we will begin the process at 10:00 in the morning 
on March 5, 2018 and close the window at 4:00 p.m. on March 30, 2018. 

IMPORTANT: Parents will apply for SOC through ParentVue this year, therefore, parents MUST 

have a ParentVue account. A letter to parents will be sent out the week of February 12 with more infor-
mation. 

School of Choice 

Met Film School in London, England. We also have had students accepted to 2-year schools such as Colorado Northwest-

ern CC, WCCC, Red Rocks CC, and Arapahoe CC. and of course we have a handful of students that are going into the 

Army, Marines, Navy and Air Force. This is a pretty nice list when we think about all the opportunities our GJHS students 

have earned! I do apologize if we missed a school or two, students are continuously getting accepted every day and we only 

know if students tell us this information so I would ask that you encourage your student to notify Justin Little or their coun-

selor when they are accepted to a school or plan to join the military so that we can celebrate with them. 

Our senior class has purchased their senior gift to the school. They are buying a huge digital screen to replace the old 

calendar just outside the commons. This will bring our calendar of announcements and activities into the digital age! Thank 

you seniors! 

I hope everyone has a wonderful February! 

Ari Goldberg  

Alpine/CMU students of the month for December are: Jack Dorrance, son of Joan Dorrance and Kevin Dor-
rance and Amber Rexwinkle, daughter of Rhonda Michaelsen and Rodney Rexwinkle. 

The Kiwanis Student of the Month for December is Hunter Harmon, son of Angie and Mike Harmon. 

The Kiwanis Student of the Month for January is Anij Magill, daughter of Jennifer Magill. 

Congratulations to our Students of the Month! We are proud and appreciative of your efforts in the classroom 
as well as your contributions in the community! 

Tigers Roar!   Students of the Month 

AP Exams 

Advanced Placement (AP) Testing 

Registration is now open for 2018 AP Testing. 

Please follow this link to the GJHS AP testing 
website for everything you need to know to be 

ready in May.    

https://d51schoolsgjhs.ss13.sharpschool.com/cms/

One.aspx?portalId=77627&pageId=147904 

https://d51schoolsgjhs.ss13.sharpschool.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=77627&pageId=147904
https://d51schoolsgjhs.ss13.sharpschool.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=77627&pageId=147904
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Booster Club: Supporting Our Students 

Recently, I read an article about the perception of the word BINGO. What that one word makes you think 
ofé a song? a game? I think of GJHS, about all of the students that will be able to participate in sports or 
clubs because of that one word. I think of the safety our students have through cameras and golf carts because 
of that same word. I think of my fellow volunteers that are amazing and have a true heart for the students and 
the betterment of GJHS. That one simple word, BINGO, can have a much bigger impact on our student body 
than you can imagine! 

The generous support of your time is all it takes to make this happen. Redefine what BINGO means to 
you! 

Come by GJHS Room 120 at 6:00 on the second Monday of every month during the school year and check 
out a fun and impactful way to support our students here at GJHS! Or reach out to GJHS Athletic/ Activities 
Director Carol Sams at 254-6900 or carol.sams@d51schools.org 

The next GJHS Booster Club meeting will be on Monday, February 12th at 6:00 pm in Room 120. 

Thank you to all of the Volunteers who have given of their time and energy to the students of Grand 

Junction High School. It is because of the generous time and effort of these many volunteers that our pro-

grams continue to operate and perform at high levels.  

Volunteers 

National Honor Society 

NHS The Grand Junction High School chapter of the National Honors Society was busy last semes-
ter! On top of their multiple responsibilities in maintaining good grades, strong character, and being lead-

ers in school, the members have volunteered in the community in numerous ways. 

 

The National Honors Society began their work in the community this year before school even started-

-by volunteering with Kids Aid. Volunteers helped by stuffing packs with school supplies for needy stu-
dents in the district. A number of members have also volunteered all year long by spending their after 

school hours with Tope Elementary students as learning buddies. 

In the fall, NHS members were busy volunteering with the Catholic Outreach Empty Bowls fundrais-

er, helping to set up, serve, and clean up the community-wide event. The National Honors Society spent 
Halloween collecting cans for the Catholic Outreach food kitchen. In a friendly competition with Fruita 

Monument High School, GJHS NHS volunteers collected 1650 cans. Way to go, Tigers! 

The holidays are a busy time for everyone, and NHS members are no exception. In November, many 

volunteers helped to set up and break down the HopeWest fashion show, a fundraiser for HopeWest’s 
programs that provide support for grieving children and teens. In a fun-filled afternoon, the National 

Honors Society put on a holiday party for the children at the Riverside Educational Center. Volunteers 
ran games, crafts, and cookie-decorating stations, making friends with some wonderful children in the 

community. Finally, NHS volunteers helped to set up and serve treats at the Grand Junction High 
School Choir Extravaganza, showing support for their fellow classmates in the choir program. 

 

A big thank you goes out to National Honors Society members, as well as Mrs. King and Mrs. Hol-
loway for helping to make Grand Junction High School and our community a better place. Here’s to Se-

mester 2! 
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Important information about Check-In for 2017-2018:  Interact Club 

On February 23rd and 24th, the Mock Trial Team will compete in the Western Slope Regional at the Mesa 
County Justice Center. The Trialing Tigers will seek to win their 4th straight Mesa County championship, and 
their 11th in the past 15 years. This year's team also brings back a tremendous amount of experience, and will 
look to knock off state and national powerhouse Glenwood Springs High School and advance to the state tour-
nament. 

The team will rely on its two top senior attorneys Alexia Thompson and Emily Starritt, both of whom are 
four year attorneys in the program. Alexia will look to once again be named to the All-Regional Attorney 
team, and Emily is a sure bet to make the All-Regional team this year as well. Junior Zeron Lawson, the stu-
dent leader of the Teen Court program at GJHS, will try his hand at Mock Trial for the first time this year and 
will fill out the strong attorney field for the Tigers. 

The student witnesses for this year's team also bring their share of accomplishments. Juniors Riley Lovato, 
All-Regional last year, and Katie Fain, All-Regional in 2016, will again dazzle the attorney judges. Kyla Heley 
and Parker Borszich bring their experiences from participating last year, while Kate Hayde and Gaege Fink 
earned their spots in just their first year participating in Mock Trial. 

Head coach Mark Carris, in his 15th year in this role, and assistants Abby Palmer, Christine Spillane, and 
Tammy Eret, all believe this is one of the strongest teams that GJHS has entered into recent competitions. You 
can follow the Mock Trial team and their schedule for the regional competition at http://gjhsmt.weebly.com/ 

Mock Trial 

As part of our International Service Learning project, the Interact Club at Grand Junction High School do-
nated $580.00 to purchase a milk cow, and,\ 20 Chicks & 20 Ducks, to Heifer International which will be sent 
to a high need country. These countries include; Nepal, Africa, Haiti, and many others across the globe. The 
three projects we are most interested in supporting are improving maternal and infant health, sending girls to 
school, growing farmers, food security and nutrition education. 

We choose Heifer International because more than 75% of donations directly support their programs, with 
only 5% going toward administration costs. They also have a 97% on the Charity Navigator's accountability 
and transparency rating. 

We were able to raise these funds by volunteering with the Rotary Club, Salvation Army and the Grand 
Junction Air Show. We also sold chocolate bars, held bake sales, and are currently selling tickets to the Snow-
ball Sweepstakes which will be held at Powderhorn, this March. 

Other projects include the Light the Night dinner to raise funds to purchase solar lights in areas with no 
electricity, Suicide Awareness, the teen and adult homeless shelters and our local Salvation Army. 

Rise is doing the RISE Above the Silence walk again this year. It will be at CMU on Saturday, April 

28. Registration begins at 5:30 and the walk starts at 6:30. All proceeds from the event will benefit the 

American Foundation for Suicide Prevention. People can register, donate, or get more information at 

www.riseabovethesilence.weebly.com 

RISE Above the Silence 

If your son/daughter has sustained a concussion this school year, and intends to participate in any Grand 

Junction High School sports team during the school year, he/she must be cleared by a physician in order 

to begin the Return to Play process. If your child has been cleared to begin the RTP process by your Phy-

sician, you will need to contact our Certified Athletic Trainer Erin Glavan at Grand Junction High 

School to begin RTP protocol. Erin’s contact information is 970-250-1131.  

Concussion Protocol 
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GJHS APPAREL: Check out our new sweatshirts, baseball caps, and t-shirts now available in the 
Athletics/Activity Office. Show off your Tiger Pride by wearing your GJHS gear to all athletics and ac-

tivity events throughout the 2017-2018 school year! 

WRESTLING 

The number one ranked Grand Junction Tigers wrestling team is gearing up for the regional and state 

tournaments.  Senior Josiah Rider is looking to take get his third state title.  Seniors Dylan Martinez and 
Seth Latham are looking to take first after being multiple state placers through their wrestling ca-

reers.  Other returning state placers looking to win it all are Jay Skalecki and Dawson Collins.  The tigers 

will be looking to win several individual titles as well as a team title.           

BOYS BASKETBALL: 

The GJHS Boys’ Basketball team has had a busy start to the new year, wrapping up the non-
conference schedule and preparing for league play. 2018 began with a win at Palisade and a hard fought 
overtime loss to Ralston Valley at home. The Tigers attention now turns to the always tough Southwest-

ern League. The varsity record stands at 5-13, JV at 6-4, and Freshmen at 6-5. The boys Varsity and JV 
will host Montrose for Senior Night on Friday, February 9th. The Freshmen team will host Grand Valley 

High School on Thursday, February 8th. Come out and support the Tigers! 

GIRLS BASKETBALL: 

The Tiger Girls Basketball Team is continuing to compete and progress every day in practice and 
games. The team's focus this month is on the process of becoming better each day and playing for the 
team. The Tigers are confident that this continued effort will turn into success on game day. Come out 

and support the Girls Basketball team!! 

GIRLS SWIM AND DIVE: 

The Tiger Girls swimmers are winding down a successful season. They have qualified for state in the 
200 Medley Relay, 200 Free and 400 Free Relays. Delaney Kidd has qualified for the state champion-

ships in all of her events, Jordyn Beem has qualified in the 100 backstroke and Sarah Griffin, Lacey 
Hoselton, Chloe Dalton, and Jenny Pudlewski are qualified in the relays. The girls swim team will be fin-
ishing out the season with the Conference Championship meet February 2nd and 3rd. The team has had 

a very successful season with many PR’s at each of the meets attended over the 2017-18 swim season. 

Athletics at GJHS 
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Performing Arts  

Ý Congratulations to Grace Ady, Macy Constable, Teresa Gandy, Kathryn Jordan, Brid-
get Miller and Olivia Nikkari. These students were selected from about 2000 audition-

ing high school vocalists in the state of  Colorado to perform in the Colorado All State 

Choir for a full house at the Buell Theatre in Denver. These students were able to re-
hearse with clinicians such as Dr. Edith Copley from Northern Arizona University and 

Dr. Sharon Paul from the University of  Oregon. 

Ý Congratulations Melody Jacobsen (Violin), Lauryn Burton (Violin), Tommy Mahre 

(Viola), Matthew Johnson (Bass), and Amanda Gordon (Oboe). They were selected to 

perform with the All State Orchestra Saturday, February 10 at CSU in Fort Collins. 

Ý Congratulations to Ryan Merlino. He was chosen to play Alto Sax with the All-State 

Band. 

Ý The Addams Family Musical is here! 

Come support the drama department’s 
performances February 22-24th at 

7:00pm. There is also a Saturday, Feb 

24th performance at 1:00pm. Tickets are 
$7 for students and seniors and $10 for 

adults. 
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The GJHS High School of Business has completed the first semester of the 2017-18 academic year, 
and boy do we have some celebrations!  

Our second year students have maintained their exceptional tradition of surpassing the National Aver-
age.  The Principles of Marketing exam national average last year was 62%.  This year's marketing stu-

dents had a CLASS average of 73.6%, beating the national average  by 11.6%.  If you see one of them, 
congratulate them on consistently striving to be the very best! 

 The first year students…Well, they have gone even further...  The national average for the Principles 

of Business course last year was 61%  They blasted that away by 17.5%, with a CLASS average of 78.5%, 
and we are expecting some national recognition for several students.  CONGRATULATIONS!! 

Top scores in each class were:  Marketing – Wyatt Raimer 89% and Ivy Seacrest 84%; Principles of 

Business - Andrew Bennett 94% and Evan Ancell 91% 

To keep these scores in perspective, remember that these are hard tests, with national averages set 

by some of the best business students around the country.  The GJHS Business Department is incredibly 
proud of them.   

High School of Business 

 Parents/Guardians of the Class of 2018:  If your student will be graduating this year and does 

not each lunch at school, perhaps this is the best time to check on his/her lunch account.  If the stu-

dents owes money, it can be paid up at any time before graduation.  If the student has excess money on 

his/her account, we have several options to consider: 

 If you have another student attending school within the District, the money can be transferred into 

that account.  Contact the GJHS Culinary Manager. 
 If you would like a refund, contact the GJHS Culinary Manager.  Any amount over $10 must be 

paid with a District check to the parent/guardian. 
 If you would like to donate the money to the Class of 2018, we will apply it to any account that a 

student might need extra help paying off. 

School Lunch 

http://www.collegeeducationconsulting.com/
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GJHS Clubs Information 

Something for Everyone at GJHS! So Many Clubs! So Many Choices! 
Academic Team     Acts of Random Kindess (ARK) 

Advanced Leadership Team (ALT)   Anime and Manga Club 

Art Club      Band Program 

Book Club      Booster Club 

Bowling Club      Chess Club 

Choir Program     Creative Writing Club 

CrossFit Club      Drama Club 

Educating Latinos for a Better Future (EDUKT) 

Family Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) 

Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) 

Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA)  French Club 

Gay Straight Alliance (GSA)   German Club 

Granola Club      Interact Club – STREAK 

Math, Engineering, and Science Achievement (MESA) 

Mock Trial      Mountain Bike Club 

National Art Honor Society (NAHS)  National Honor Society (NHS) 

Orange and Black Newspaper   Orchestra Program 

Pathfinder Board Game Club   Ski & Snowboard Club 

Student Council     Spanish Club 

Speech and Debate     Ultimate Frisbee 

Video Production Club    Yearbook 

 

Check the student handbook (p.40) for a list of who sponsors each club 

or check with the Activities Office to get more information. 
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Statistical Record Data 
Total number of contact days elementary -           167 
Total number of contact days middle -              _  168 
Total number of contact days high -                _    170 
 

Classes BeginéééééééééééééééAugust 16 , 2017 

1st Quarter Endsééé...October 13, 2017  (40 ES/MS ð 41 HS) 

2nd Quarter Endsé..éDecember 22, 2017 (41 ES/MS ð 42 HS) 

3rd Quarter Endséé...March 8, 2018 (39 ES ð 40 MS ð  41 HS) 

4th Quarter Endsééé..ééMay 24, 2018  (47 ES/MS ð 47 HS) 
 

General Staff Information  
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School Not In Session  
 September 4  ééééééé.éééééééé Labor Day 
 November 20 - 24é.éééé.éééThanksgiving Break 
 December 25 - January 5ééééééééWinter Break 
 January 15 ééééééééMartin Luther King, Jr. Day 
 February 19éééééé.ééééééé..Presidentsô Day 
 March 12 - 16ééééééééééééééSpring Break 
  

High School Principalsõ First Day ééééé.ééJuly 12, 2017 

Middle School Principalsõ First Dayéééééé...July 27, 2017 

Elementary School Principalsõ First Dayééé.é.July 27, 2017 

Teachersõ First DayéééééééééééééAugust 10, 2017 

Teachersõ Last Dayéééééééééééééé..May 25, 2018 

Elementary School Principalsõ Last Dayéééé...June 8, 2018 

Middle School Principalsõ Last Dayééééééé.June 8, 2018 

High School Principalsõ Last Dayééééééé..June 21, 2018 

 
 
 
 

School  
Not in Session  

 
Teacher In -service  
August 11 & 14, 2017 

Teacher Work Days  
August 10 & 15, 2017 

October 16, 2017 
January 8, 2018 
March 9, 2018 
May 25, 2018 

 
Teacher EE Day  
September 1, 2017 

HS In -service  
October 26 ï 27, 2017 

 
HS Non -Contact  

May 3-4, 2018 

 

 

 

School in Session  
 

Parent/Teacher  
Conferences  

 
The weeks of: 

September 11, 2017 

November 6, 2017 
February 5, 2018 

April 9, 2018 
 

Exact dates to be 
determined later. 

 


